Hello Teachers,

The news from Asia has been -musing, both a- and be-, this week. I've chosen three particularly interesting items for you in this issue but first let me remind you about...

Our New On-line Course About Asia 

Learn about East Asia in your pajamas, if you want. "Teaching East Asia" is an online course about China, Korea and Japan for professional development in the content area of either history or literature offered through Continuing Education at the University of Kansas. "Teaching about East Asia (EALC 747 / HIST 747)"was especially created for K-12 educators and is based on the work of Bill Tsutsui and Nancy Hope with the KCTA East Asian Institute for Teachers.  It may be taken for two graduate or undergraduate credits.  

You can preview the first lesson on “Why Study East Asia,” “Creating Effective Lesson Plans,” and “Using Primary Sources” for free at http://www.kuce.org/isc/previews/747preview/index.html.   Many teachers have asked about educational materials that support the teaching of East Asia in the K-12 curriculum across a variety of subject areas, so also look at the recommended “Resources” there by clicking the sidebar link.  For information on enrolling, go to http://www.kuce.org/isc/online.html and scroll down the page till you see EALC 747 Teaching about East Asia (2) or HIST 747: Teaching about East Asia (2) or contact nfhope@ku.edu. 

I. IN THE CLASSROOM


a. Team Korea


b. That Will Be All, Jeeves


c. Better a Concubine Than a Gasp! Empress...

II. EVENTS AND EXHIBITS


a. Postcards from Asia


b. Book Signing


c. Lecture on Mirrors and Karma


d. International Education Week

III. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


a. Toyota Teacher Travel Grants

IV. WEBSITES OF INTEREST


a. Eastern Studies Database

a. KOREA -- TEAM KOREA (K-12)

Can sports do for North and South Korea what no amount of political discussion or threats can do? Maybe. It appears the two Koreas are going to combine their athletes and form one team to send to international sports competitions such as the 2006 Asian Games and the 2008 Beijing Olympics. Though the two teams have marched together under one banner at previous games, the upcoming competitions will be the first in which they consider themselves a single team. Read these two articles with your students and ask them what they think the answer to the above question above might be.

http://www.iht.com/articles/2005/11/01/news/korea.php
http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/1103/p05s01-woap.html
b. CHINA -- THAT WILL BE ALL, JEEVES (GR. 6-12)
The latest development in China's move from Communism to Capitalism comes in the form of an Englishman: one Robert Watson, butler and founder of the Guild of Professional Butlers. Watson is currently consulting with members of the Chinese service professions teaching them how to provide the kind of service beyond service we all expect from the British. This is a real rift with the principles of the Cultural Revolution. As the article points out: "Thirty years ago, servants would have been criticised as class traitors and polite manners dismissed as devices used to maintain a social hierarchy." Today, they are seen as keys to building, marketing and maintaining a successful and lucrative tourist industry. This article can provide a jumping off point for a discussion about some of the key differences between capitalism and communism, consumerism and state-provided amenities and the huge shift in perception that the Chinese culture will have to make to reincorporate these concepts. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/china/story/0,7369,1600540,00.html
c. JAPAN -- BETTER A CONCUBINE THAN A GASP! EMPRESS! (K-12)

And the debate about whether to allow the Chrysanthemum Throne pass into the hands of a woman rages on in Japan. Although over 70% of the general public is not against having an Empress, the idea still has its opponents -- particularly among members of the extended royal family. Because the reigning royal family has not produced a male heir in more than 40 years, many think that distant cousins should be allowed to step into the direct line for the throne. Others advocate adoption over allowing the now 4-year-old princess to reign and still others believe the Crown Prince should take a concubine to see if she can bear him a son. Once again, you might ask your students to comment on why a woman should not be the ruler of Japan and why, if the people are not against it, the debate rages on. You might also ask them how this parallels the US where we have never -- to date -- had a woman president while other countries have had female leaders. And some very successful ones at that. 

http://www.japantimes.com/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20051104a1.htm
II. EVENTS AND EXHIBITS

a. Postcards from Asia
Don't touch that dial! The Center for East Asian Studies now has its own radio spot on KPR. Entitled "Postcards from Asia" each show aims to provide listeners with a brief but enticing glimpse of Korean, Japanese or Chinese culture from the contemporary to the ancient, from the exotic to the familiar.  Dr. Bill Tsutsui, associate professor of history at KU, is the voice of Postcards from Asia. Each week’s Postcard will be aired twice: Wednesdays at 1:04 PM and Saturdays at 9:58 AM. 

Tuesday, November 8, Grant Goodman, KU Professor Emeritus, will be signing his book “America’s Japan the First Year 1945-1946” at Border’s.  The event will begin at 2:30 p.m. and refreshments will be served.  Everyone is welcome.  

Monday, November 14, Dr. Quitman Phillips, Professor of Japanese Art History at University of Wisconsin-Madison, will deliver a lecture on "The Karma Mirror in Japan" at 5:00 p.m. in Room 211 of the Spencer Museum of Art. The talk will explore the ideas of mirror belief in East Asia, particularly the development of its imagery in Japan.

November 14-18, KU presents International Education Week:

Thursday, November 17, 12-1:30 p.m: In conjunction with the film "Sushi", Dr. Eric Rath, an expert on Japanese food culture will lead a discussion regarding the role of sushi in Japanese culture.

Watson Library, Clark Instruction Center. 

Thursday, November 17, 4:00 p.m.: Discussion: “From Kansas to East Asia: Highlights of the 2005 Kansas Asia Scholars Program." Ecumenical Christian Ministries Building, 1204 Oread

III. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

a. Toyota Teacher Travel Grants
Win an exciting 10-day study visit to Japan in June 2006 by applying for this professional development program sponsored by Toyota. The study tour gives American educators the opportunity to travel to Japan to explore the country’s history, educational system, environment and technology. 

Full-time classroom teachers in grades 9-12, from Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio and Tennessee are eligible. 
· Apply online at <http://www.iie.org/programs/toyota> 
· Materials and informational poster may also be requested by visiting the Toyota International Teacher Program website or by calling the Institute of International Education at 1-877-TEACH-JP (877-832-2457). 

Application Deadline: January 9, 2006.

IV. WEBSITES OF INTEREST

a. Eastern Studies Database

A completely free Social Studies and English content database is available for the rest of the school year to all educators who register at EasternStudiesDatabase.com

After registering with a user ID and password, you will be able to access over 15,000 pages of academic content for both teachers and students in two major disciplines.  The award-winning Asian Studies content will allow your Social Studies department to have some of the best materials about this available on the internet. Our Chinese poetry section will allow your English classes to have a much greater insight to the best of Chinese Literature and expand the parameters of your students' educational experience.

It is free for a limited time only, so visit it soon.

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions about ways I can make this e-mailing more accessible and useful to you in your lessons. So, let me hear from you. But please remember: if you want to send comments or open a dialogue with me, write to me by sending your note directly to me at my e-mail address (rhacker@ku.edu) and not by replying to this email which inevitably ends up as a List Error message. Thanks.

If you prefer not to receive notices about East Asian Outreach opportunities for K-12 Educators, remember to send an e-mail directly to me (rhacker@ku.edu) or call me to request removal from the list. My e-address and phone number are listed below.

That's all for now.  Keep in touch.

Randi

Randi Hacker, Outreach Coordinator

Center for East Asian Studies

1440 Jayhawk Blvd. Rm. 200

University of Kansas

Lawrence, KS 66045

785/864-3832

rhacker@ku.edu

